ﬁ—i

s e —————

48

THE NATIONAL ERA: WASH

INGTON,

D. C., MARCH 25, 1858.

WV ASHINGTON, D. C.

The Lecompton Constitution founded neither im
Law nor the Will of the People.

SPEECH OF HON. HENRY L. DAWES,

OF MASSACHUSLTTS.

D-livered in the House of Represematives, Mar. 8, 1558

The House being in Committee of the Whole
cu the state of the Union—

Mr. DAWES gaid:

Mr. Chairman, the increase of population
has been so rapid in the Territories of the
Ugited Ststes, that in three out of the seven
1.ow organized, Constitutions have already been
framed with & view to their admission into the
Union oo sn equal footing with the other
S awes nfmw._mmm
1he discharge of the obligation which the Con-
stitution imposes upon him, to recommend for
our copsiderstion sach messures as he ms
jnd\q.mn-:?' and expedient, has not foun
st in the line of that duty to urge upon us any
epecial reasons why more than ome of these
should be sdmitted—and that the Territory of
Kansas, under and subject to the Lecompton
Constitution. He has seen fit to accompany
this recommendstion with sn elaborate T
ment, which, if it bas failed to conmvince

American people of the soundnees and justice
of the posilions or of the allegations
made, nevertheleas them in no doubt

as to what has been the origi md_'ln.tpe
to be the consequences of -policy which
makes Kansas and the Lecompton Constitation
the peculiar objects of a solicitude not shared
by any other Territory, or any other Constitu-
tion framed within its limita. _

1 desire to notice st this time, as briefly ss
may be, two pointa only, to the consideration
of which the late inl message of the Presi
dent challenges our attention. The one is s
question of law; the other a question of fact :

“1. Does the Lecompton Constitution come
here clothed with the suthority of law ?

2. Does it come here aa choice of the
people to be affected by it ?

1 propose, at this time, to argue the first of
these questions a8 one of pure law ; and, there
fore, fur the sake of the argument and for the
present, to yield all questions of fact, snd tc
g1y that, if we admit the entire absence of fraud
in the erestion of the Territorial Legislature of
Ksneas, still the Lecompton Constitation
comes here without the slightest suthority of
law, and has no higher sanction or just claim
than merely the expressed wish of those who
framed and sent it here. A reference to 1h
message will show that the President has mad«
hia whole argument to rest and turn upon wha
he calls the legality of the Lecompton Conven-
tion sod its work, the Lecompton Constitation.
He puts aside all other agency than that of the
law, and in this msatter knows no people out
side of this legal channel. He declarea that s
great portion of the people of Kansas have, for
s long time, b2en in open rebellion against the
Government under which they live; that nothing
bat military force bas kept it down, and pre
vented its assumi- g and discharging the func
tions of government. This rebellion, he saye
has taken on the form of the Topeka Constitu
tion, and has assumed s revolutionary type
Over aga'nst these, the President sets apother

y, which he calls the law-abiding and law
oving people of Kansas, and who have been
according 1o him, carrying on the unequal ¢on
test of maintaining the law against rebellios
and revolution, by the aid of Federal bayonets
And, in reference to this condition of things iv
the Tarritury, he asks these questions:

“ Bach being the unfortanate condition of af-
* fairs in the Territory, what was the right, a
‘ well sa the duty, of the law-abiding people 7
¢ Were they silently and patiently to submit 1¢
¢ the Topeks usurpation, or adopt the pecessary
‘ measures to establish a Constitution unde
¢ the authority of the orgauic law of Congress ? '

And he answers approvingly, that the Terri
torisl Legislature passed 4 law creating a Con
vention clothed with power to frame a Consti
tution ; ard that the Conveuntion thus created
did, by virtne of the authority vested in it by
that act, frame the Lecompten Constitution
And he concludes in thess words :

“ From this review it is manifest that the
¢ Lecompton Couvention, according to every
¢ principle of constitutional law, was legall;
¢ constituted, and was invesfed with power to
¢ frame a Constitution.”

Aud that the Constitution and State Govern-
ment, the work of that Convention, bas been
framed “ in strict accordance with the organic
act."”

This proposition is the foundation of the
President’s whole argument ; and all the othea
considerations urged by him are built upon this
If, therefore, this proposition be not true, the:
the whole foundation of the message fails, and
it falls baseless to the ground, The inquiry,
therefore, becomes a pertinent one, whence

-comes this legality? and from what source

does this Constitution derive the authority of
law?

The Lecompton Convention was the creature
of the Territorial Legislature. It derived all
its suthority and power from that Legislatore
No one ever claimed for it that it derived any
q_owar from the pecple outside of the forms of

erritorial lsw ; for to do that, would be to go
to the same source from which the Topeka Con
venlion derived its authority, And if it be
“ treasonable for the one to drivk st that foun
tain, it cannot be “legal” for the other to par
take of the same poisonous draft. If] then, the
Lecompton Convention derived all its power
and authority from the Territorial Legislature,
the question next arises, had the islature
itsel! the power to clothe this Convention with
suthority to form a Constitution and Stste
Government? Now, the Territorial Legislature
derives all its power from the organic act., It
can derive power from no other source ; else it.
too, will find itself going for authority to thal
treasonsble source, the people, where the mer
of Topeka were debauched. In the organic act
will be found both the creation and the measure
of all legislative power in the Territory. Aund
that act has defined and set limits to the power
of the Legislature, which it creates, in express
terms, beyond which it cannot go, in these
words—section twenty-fourth of the act:

“ The legislative power of the Territory shall
¢ exterd to sll rightful subjects of legislation
¢ consistent with the Constitution of the United
¢ States and the provisions of this act.”

I observed, some time since, that the geutle-
man from Mississippi, [ Mr. LaMar ] in an other-
wise able argument which he addressed to ue
wpon this point, when quoting this section,
omitted the clanse limiting the ‘Povet of the
Legislature by the provisions of the organic
sct, 28 well as by the Constitution—an omission,
in my opinion, fatal to his whole argument.
This 18 his language in the Globe :

* In section iwenty four, it i8 further enacted
¢ that the legislative power of the Territory shall
¢ extend to all rightful suljects of legislation
¢ consistent with the Conatitutior..”*

Bay, gir, this section cot only limits the power
of the Lagislature by the Constitution, but it im
posesthe further limitthatall legislation shall alac
be consistent with the provisions of the act tha
created the Legislature. The one is just as clear
just 83 express, as the other. LEvery legislative
sct which conflicis with the organic law, is here
made void for want of power in the Legislature;
just as much, aud for the same reason, that it
would ba void if it conflicted with the Constitu
tion. The organic act is here made & part of
the Cousti ution of the Terntory, and is supreme
over its Legislature. And this must have bee:
#0 in the nature of things, in the absence o
any provision in the organic Jaw upon the sub-
ject. For either the orgauic act, or the Legis
lature, maost be supreme; both cannot be. Bu
the organic sct created the Legislature, anc
could uot therefore clothe it with greater power
than itse!f had, ard could not make it suprem.
over itself. But enough for us is the expres:
limit found in 80 many words, and entirely over
locked, not only by the gentleman from Missis
lipgi, | Mr. Lawag,] but by the President him
Bel

Now, the organic act nowhere provides for |

its own subversion, or for the sabstitution ol
another Government in ils It is the
charter of the Territory
only by the power which created it, acting upon
it directly by repeal or modification, or indi-
rectly by the sdmission of the Territory into
the 6111.;! with a Buate Constitution, which is

itself & It needs no argument to show
that the i cculd not dele, 10 s
Convention ra which it did not uself pos
sess, Nor it admit of any greater doubi

that to furm a Constitation and State Govern
ment is to act inconsistently with the organic

* Since the delivery of this speech, Mr. Lamax has io-

formed the apeaker Liat the above omission wis entire-
Iy a ¢lerical one,

,and ia to be annulled | quired

law. It is an attempt to transfer the executive
and legisiative power, the whole machinery of

Governm inlonnvhnd_;,;ndif ut in op-
nr::ianp:;ﬁdlnbv-'tnﬂ itorial rule. I
have the suthority of the President fulhm

ition, if thers were room for guestion.
:msn bﬂl:lﬂ.hﬂlp:'!bd
Eng i is ¥ revolutionary " an
subversive Teeritorial Government;”
and adherence to it is on that

“ {reasonable i = the ounly rea-

lon'hyllldollulnithl .
stitution in the same category is, that in his

opinion it has sanction. Isam in.
uiring whence anthority comes, and I
R S aa
ibited 1t

Tlt;nh another clanse in the organic act,
oﬁmquoud,ﬁmﬂi&ituhgh some
that authority is derived to form a tion
and State Government without an en

All this would be “their own way” of doing
business, and would certainly be no more sub-
versive of the organic act than the formation
of an entirely new Goverament. Does any one
claim, that if the Territorial Legislature of Kan-
ans should declare that its acts should be valid
without the approval of the Governor or a vote
of two-thirds, such scts would be of any bind-
ing force? And why not? That would be
“ their own way."” e answer is, that the or-
ganic law has taken this power away from the
Legislatare, and clothed the Governor with a
veto upon all their acts, to be overridden only
by & vote of two-thirds. 8o, too, has it taken
away, or rather, never , the power to
make a Constitation. the organic act has
created a Legislature supreme over itself, it is
a felo de se. It was but at the beginning of
this session, and in his aonual message, that
the President himself claimed that the full in
tent and force of this clause was exhausted by
sn offer to the people of & vote upon the ques-
uon of Slavery merely, without, at that time,
the slightest pretence that it had the force of an
enabling act.

Whatever else, after all, may be “the true
intent sand meaning” of this clause of the or-
ganic law which has so puzzled the brains of
ooliticians, it was never intended to make the

it is upon the statute-bi,ok, can’ this : yecompton

Constitution be maintained. -

And now, sir, I pass ;0 the & coné¢ subject of
inquiry. If, then, the | comp >n C mastitution
doesnotcome here recot ymende “bytt »authority
Of law, I desire to kno'r wheth ¥ it ¢ ymes here
uthchoimofnmiwi:u lh-al-ol
MWTwﬂn‘; I desi eto if the
want of legal authority to frar e this Constita-
ﬁoninmd;uitnn;bo,b}jhgdhtit
is the voice of the peopl - whose sssnmes
to regulate and contra ? Or, w we are
md:ﬁnm:it!f?"mh“‘ nl;t'r:

ng a
ernment émulod neitl er u thetlaw under
i 'il.r: ., on whom

This is & question olﬁd.‘::n:lﬂ -
u teslimony ; it s a too, whi
u%dlthm, szapo-hoh

- | lieves that all Governments derive their just

authority from the congent of the go rerned,

we care to o;o:‘cngt!:_ and ‘orget tl;et'fn
inciple ree giyvernme it, w )
40 le of Kansas, who are to five under this
anlt!tution, desire it ¢; pot. Jue
pose that, before recom mending! ‘the n
of Kansas under and subject >
tion, the Executive would have s3ared no pains,
nor omitted any effort, to have made certain
and communicated to this H thwmmﬂi

uition should have paled

of the Territory - 0
themselves this as their organic law. Yet, sir,
when we turn to the message for information
upon this point, we find that the President haa
11one to give, ere is Geal else in that
tlocument, but not one wyord o the guestion
whether the people of Kpnsas’ ‘eslly do or do
ot want this Government. “here. is much
special pleading in it, as to ho¥ s people may
seem to want what they really Yo not want—
how they may be estoppud froi 1 sayi what
they do want, and as to whose: ‘ault it is that
this or that thing has been done; ir hag not been
Jone—bat not one word, from u nning to
the end of the message, which. Yould indicate
the President’s ?-l“ opinion ugj i m
Jreat fandamental questien in V) 8 g
Whether the peopleqof Kuasas t @mselves have
Iireathed the breath of -ife if o this instra-
ment—whether it stands $orth ‘¢ othed with the
popular will, quickened¢ Dy th¢ pulsstions of
the popular heart, and’ speakii ie:.’lmpo ular
voice. Nor has the Prgsident | his finger
to ascertain from Kansas what is the popular
will. He has communicated td the call of the
Senate his correspondenc: with the Gc_nrnon
«f that Territory, and the ordeis and instrue
t'ons which have been izsued i) them, And
there is not to be found smong them sll the

Legisiature “ perfectly free;” for the power of |¢ esire expressed, on his 'ﬁu- know what is
W

'hat body is limited ere, in express terms.
And the perfect freedom here created iz for
“the people thereof ;" mot in or through their
Legislatare, which by the same law is not per-
tectly free, but limited and restricted. If, there

fore, the Lecompton Convention gets legal ex-
stence and lawful authority from this claasa, it
is not through the limited powers of the Legis-
ature which created it, and the forms of their
law which they bad no power to enact, but
through that perfect freedom of “the people
thereof,” outside of and above any Territorial
snactment, which has been vouchsafed to that
people by this clause of the organic act. And
thus Lecompton, like Topeka, is driven, for its
aathority to make a Constitution, to the people,
sutside of Territorial enactment. In this par

sicular, these two Constitations take their stand
side by side. If the one be “rebellious,” “rev-
olutionary,” “treasonable,” 8o is the other. Un-
der and by virtne of any authority imparted to
either by the organic act, or any cf its agencies,
they must stand or fall They are both
nothing more nor less than manifestations to
some exient—what that extent, as to each, may
be, I shall inquire hereafter; bat to some ex-
tent—of the popular will in the Territory, per-
mitted by the organic act, as everywhere else
under our free institutions, so long as they do
not sssume the fonctions of government in sub-
version of established laws.

I have inquired, not whether this Constitution
domes here under the forms of law, but, rather,
whether it is here clothed with the majesty and
authority of law. I donot question any man’y
power to use the forms of law; but they are
empty words, a dead letter, until the constitu.

ed aunthorities, with creative power, breathe
into them the breath of life. The Kansas Leg-
18lature, ag well as an individual, may put npon
paper what it pleases; but whatever of its de-
crees conflict with the organic act, fall still-born ;
for it is forbidden, by the hand that created it,
from impairiug one jot or tittle of that charter.
Nor do I question that the people of Kansas
may form & State Constitution without further
legislation by Congress, and be admitted into
the Union under it, if that Constitution shall be
*‘thre sense of the people to be affected by it;”
but not by means of any enactment of the Ter-
ritorial islalare baving any force as law,
for the Legislature is forbidden to speak aunthor-
itatively on that subject. The conclusion,
therefore, is inevitable, that just so far as the
Lecompton Convention claimed from legisiative
enactment authority to form a State Conastita-
rion, just 8o far it is without foundation. The
attempt, therefore,in the message, to commend
to ud the Lecompton Constitutivn as the crea-
ture of law, and as an emanation from the law-
ful suthority of the Territory, ntterly fails; and
the hideous deformitiesof that instrument stand
turth in their nakedness, unclosked and unsup:
ported by legal sanction. The law, thank God,
nas as yet refused to lend its instromentality to
this work—has, as yet, given no aid or comfort
to this undertaking; and it must stand, if at
all, on some other foundation.

But, sir, I have not quite done with this
point. If further argument were necessary to
show the utter failure of the attempt on the part
of the President to bolster up this sickly instru.
ment with legal sanction, it is furvished us in
the means to which he resoris to maintaio his
positibn, An honest argument is based upon
an bonest foundation. Reason and logic, as
well as honesty, hold us to the truth just so long
as the trath will serve oar purposes; and when
we torn our ;.iIe m her rugged
o:ttny. we M:nko ;:ou!nmasion to “u:’a world
that we cannot reach our journey’s under
her guidance. Now, by w r;goandmthe
President undertake to convince us sad the
country that the Kansas-Nebraska act author-
zed the i of Kansas to create the
Lecompton Convention, clothed with power to
frame & Constitation and State Government 7
Hare are his words, in quoting from that law to
sustain his position:

“ That this.law recognised the right of the
‘ people of the Territory, without any enabling
‘ act from Congress, to form a State Constitu-
: tion, is tdobc.!eu l'olr. = a;:ﬂi‘or Congress

‘to leave the peop! e ectl

* free,’ in framing their Oomtitnh!:;’, ?:fforn’:'
‘and reguiate their domestic institutions in
* their owa wa ,it;:jeﬁ only to the Constitu-
‘tion of tha Un

* that they shall not be to proceed and
¢ frame a Constitotion : their own way without
‘ an express authority from Congress, appears
‘ to be almost & contradiction in terms.”

Now, I agree with the President, that there
ap in this h, as thus quoted,
:h a moa{..: con eitinldf‘: terma.” BI;! some-

ing else appears in paragraph, less ex
cunnilo than a contradiction in terms—and that
is an interpclation into the organic act. Thne
words, “in framing their Constitution,” which
[ have quoted from this message, are not to be
found in the Kansas-Nebraska act, and have
been here foisted in between the words of that
act by the President himself, I will not stop
to ehmm“nchsrmﬁn; in the terms
which honesty and truth and justice demand—
for 1 have to do, at this momeant, merely with
the m ;rsnmt,&f u::‘ M‘ ent. Aud I
say the necessities argument re-

ed that something for its support shonld be
pat into the organic act not there before. Such
.rud.in‘,nnpnlhl.ad a8 it is in the history of
official comm! to Congress, would
never have beén resorted to but from the con-
viction of its author that there was nothing in
the text without it to sapport the sssumpti
of the message. It is & proclamation, made
the fore front of that remarksble document,

that it cannot gtapd npon the statate as it is, |
therefore summon the President himself upor
the stand, and in this communication, which h.

hzs made to I ace his fession the:
aqhogrde Lyl gy

be can find no

and then to say | ¢

tye real popular will in tht TefYitory in refer-
egce to this instrument. In ¢ommunicating
t yis Constitution to 1:5 w th hif recommenda-
t on that Kansas be adinited vader and sub-
t to it, he nowhere teMs us thit it is an ema-
nation from the popular wi 1, or tl &t it is submit-
ted to us in obedience t that will. On the
contrary, he says he has r:ceivel it front John
Calhoan, and that John Calhour: hopes he will
submit it to us. Here i his ¢t wpliance with
Calhoun’s request: .
“] have received from J, Calh¢ ‘in, Egq., Pres-
¢ jdent of the late Constity.tionar 1 ntion of
‘ Kansss, a copy, duly ve tified, oy himaself, of
‘ the Constitation framed |y tha! body, with the
“ axpression of a hope that I w¢ 'Id submit the
¢ 3ame to the consideratio of ( ingress, ‘with
‘ the view of the admiseica of F ansas into the
¢ Union sa an independen; State''”

It is Gt that such a msn shoul be the bearer

"'he man who has been cempell d to flee from
11 just indignation of thy peop % he is betray-
i g, guarded by United |jtates iragoons; the
yan who dare not to-day spow hi‘ head an hour
in that Territory, except i, be v ithin a hollow
square of soldiers, comes a8 nfar as any one
man cas of personifying tHe trv e relatien be-
tween the people of Kansas and that Constita-
tron. “They hate him, ayg the cb ef jostrument
chosen by their oppresiors to .o their work,
and they detest and loa.be and hate this, the
workmanship of hie hands. N w, ia it not a
little remarkable that the; Chief § .agistrate of a
rzople which achieved ity nation il exi:tence in
tae assertion of the pringiple thi all 1 athority
cyer freemen obtains its life fro Y the consent
q{ the governed, should have ha* his mind so
tarned away from this, ‘the tru. issug, as not
«ren to have raised thy inquir 4, whether the
le who are to live vader th s Constitution
gﬁamo]m actually choose it or not? Is it
t.ot stranger still, that the ear o the Fresident
become so dull to the ke -note of that
grand old anthem sung in Indef tndence Hall,
tiat he has never heard that, rhile we have
Eeen discussing this sudject in this body, the
freemen of havy walke( up to the bal-
I5t-box, ten thousand styong, a' d set the seal
g‘ their condemnation gpon tl» very instro.
ent he is urging us to impose :pon the necks
&¥ the very people who have 1 \us rejected it
vith scorn and contemp; ?

- I cannot stop to critirize the *resident’s ex-
¢ase for not having heard of thi | judgment en-
tired up against the Le¢ompton Jonstitution—
taat he “ had received 1 o officis : information”
¢iit; nor te reconcile that exi use with what
I"e does communicate that he had heard, frans-

ring at the same eleciion: of . large majori-
pof the opponents of t ;is Cons itation voting
gnder it for State officers. Can he not hear of
t.1e one vote a8 well aa 1 je other happening on
v esame day? If he bt ve any: ther ears than
s ficial ones, it may wel be aiked why they
kave not caught the thr nder tdtes of the ten
wousaud msjority again st the L xcompton Con-
tlitution, as well as the jnsignif sant incensist-
tocy with which he h s troul led %imself of
I“ree Btate men at that | ame ele :tion, in voting
{-'st against the Constit;tion, ai 4 th.n for offi-
s under it. If this cyn reacl  hin from un-
cial sources, has he no ear to pear that
cther solemn, all-contrlling ¢ ljudigation of
t ye whole people againa . this i ‘trussent ?

* Bat another chapter iy thie his Yry here opens,
L8 us a8 any vhich hi ve peeceded it
tad in perfect keeping rith thi m all, In the
p rofound silence of the m + upen the ex.

will of the peop e, in th ¢ stringe reve-

Litions of the Executiv, docurt ints jhat not a
coger has besn raised aor an ar jpened to

arn that will; and ix the- pf ssen e of that

er fact, which has iravelle ' he e without
«xecutive aid, and in sjdte of ¢ xecu jve docu-
ents piled up to wall .t out, ! 3at | 2e people

Fave written on that inet ament, u let ers which
will barn through it, thi t by ter tho) jand ma-
Iority they have registersd their vow that they
v illI never submit tof it; and hive ¢ riven the

ailty of tiis outrige t pon their
r:ghts in ignominious flight fron gt.i:el -’;:ﬂlm;
cmid all these facts, an¢ allegat ons = pore seri-
t-us, the friends of the . i1dminis ratic 4 rush to
<1e aid of the Executive in attel aptir ; to stifle

»# inquiry as to what 1l these thir* s mean ;
+ ad whether we are no' called apox to fasten,

the strong arm of vower, '\ Co gtitution,
?uch they loathe and h ste, npoa s pz whe
ave & sacred right them gelves t¢ mat 1the laws

rney are called upon t; Gbey. Th.se was a
time when the Represtntatives of {6 people
‘1’03';5 h‘? be;l:h as nuititu u:_ﬁn( ;8 touch
s the apple of the ow he v quick

“oly to conceal it...?; at mo -ubf."" - can
peange or blot out thige facts- The solemn

dgment of the péople )f Ranst:s is sritten on
ﬂin Constitution, and vill be kfiown-and read
if all men. We may vraogle as lopg as we
with dictionariey end tomes- gt our &l-

{ow, as to the effect of th's vote ubon ti-e legality
the Constitution; bus the ptopogition that
the Legislatare of Kansas cannot provide for

**taking the sense of th) people” up, 1 that in-
{ rument, and that that \ense, when | sken, can-
ﬁ be known, has fou dstion ‘meitler in law
or common sense. °‘he Conatitugion i
revertheless, stand. 8¢ will the “ sepse of‘;'{.
i 20ple” stand, and it wil. bs known aa the sense

the people. Whati ver investi -E

may resist or stifle here. it will in no way
& wipe out these trutts. This chasge of at-
tsmpting to force, at the point of the -ayonet,a
{ jonstitution npon an nn'tiﬂw; is brand-
1 upon your brow, ant the sgilt in the

® of very little use for you to cry,
a “ Out, damnwd spot! "
1o of that pavty shibboleth—Demoe-

| A0y—may in, for the time,
Zavoked ; the cr? of ptrinhr pcome may
remain

g unceasingly rung; but the truth

to thia Constita- d

=ork will be found on your own' It will |,

unaltered, that, in the name of all these, Libe:
has been trampled in the dust, and fetters
for her unwilling limbs. In olden ti
i persecuted and beaten
was_ to
moved on, neverthelees,
be had enunciated
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people, “is in direct ition
to the i
uires, to keep it down, the constant presence

of United States dfagoons in a Territory “left
perfectly free”” to manage ita own affairs in its
own way, he in the same breath, that
the ll-lIIAilglﬂll has been used to crush out
the exercise of

blood at Concord, and ended in trinmph at
Yorktown, Why is it that this home Govern-
ment of ours does not require the constant
resence of armed men to preserve and
it? Why is it not necessary for the Chief
Magistrate of the nation, when he goes forth

d’'armes, brisiling with steel, to protect and
g:c‘ua him from the deadly missives of the
populsce? Why is it that the a es to
this Hall are not by between
whose bayonets we might march in and out
from our deliberations here, shielded from the

to which all the people bow in silence? Why
is it that a standing army, equal in numbers and
power to the extent and greatness of this Gov-
ernment, is not spread over the land, from this
centre to the outermost borders, to uphold, by
its strong arm, the authority of law, and to awe
by its imposing presence Lhe pie into sub-
mission? The answer to all this is apparent ;

Without this all-pervading ele-
ment, it could not survive an hour. The fair
fabric would tumble in ruins over our heads,
and the bonds which bind us together wonld
part like smoking flax. No matter in what
garb this Constitution comes here, nor from
what aathority it professes to emanate, if it
requires the continual presence of the army to
preserve and that sathority among the

le of Kansas, then, I say, it never came
m that people. When, therefore, the Pres-
ident declares, in this message, that the army
is necessary to maintain that anthority, he con-
fesses that the people never breathed into it
the breath of life, and all the world will enter
upj t upon that confession.

’IJM pton Constitution, therefore, comes
to us without the sanction of legal authority ;
and equally without that other sanctio e
will of the people—which, under the circum-
stances, is higher and more sacred than sll the
forms of law. Without this seal, I cannol take
it ; without this baptism, I can hold no com-
munion with it; and without this anointing,
I eschew it.

Now, sir, the real reason why this Constita-
tion is thus urged upon us, is just as apparent
a8 the falsity of the pretended one. It banishes
free institutions, and forever fastens Slavery
upon that virgin soil. No man who has eyes
to see, or ears to hear, need fail to understarnd,
whether it be to justify or to condemn. No
man can longer doubt, but at the expense of
his common sense. I can understand and ap-
preciste the zeal of Southern men for the cen-
summation of this work. It is the legitimate
fruit of Slavery. That institution can bear no
better. ':nd rhw has l;::d all his life
amo ve insti and never seen
the:&mdﬁudmuponm'usm—-
physical, intellectual, and moral—never kim-
self breathed the imvigorating atmosphere of

mngmhmnuybdieum&e
forms

the avowal, however much I may regret the
misfortune of his life which has led to such con-
victions. I can even hear from the lips of a
man of such an education and life, that he hes
‘‘a sovereign contempt for the memory
Pilgrim Fathers,” [Mr. Smosres,]
other emotions than the one of pity for him,
undthoahcofﬂﬁtlbhﬁod,nmdlha
descendants of that immortal band, that their
Inmmdon merii the contempt of the lords of
the and the fourders of a colored aristoera-
o{; But I fail to comprehend how it is possi-
ble for » man now in the decline of a life
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existing Government,” and that it]

| the

! soweth
right of self-government, | the whirlwind." You may cry peace
the struggle to achieve which commenced in | but to you, who daub with this untempered mor-
’ tar, there can be no

and I inv:fke ite application to Ii:nn.l. The '
stren this Government is inthe consent of |
<[ such an instrument. "} 'it hes | for fit body.” | the e

- | ment to-night for his associates,
their making one for him, for the reason that, | |

¢ Territory have already sn_undue

rtion of public attention ; "’ and the peo-

w this deci are only “s few
thousand inhabiiants of "
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against human rights shall be

5 mdo%inmdwh,'wh::hu
see already “impending over the Union,” are
to “ become darker and more ominous than any
¢ which have ever yet threatened the Constita-

- |  tion and the Union.” 1do not share these fears

of the President—I do not see these clouds. I
Mhdwtnbdimﬂnlﬂup-nuryd
this Union requires the sanction of thi
Bat if I did share these fears, I should be dere-
lict of duty if I took counsel of them. IfI saw
' these clouds, I should still ind no justification
&rmm&mmdw&lm—
over

s

this admission,” or that it * would restors peace
' and quiet to the whole country,” or that the

that & form of twice | troops of the United States then be with-
the e, 'm'drun from Kansas. Peace comes not of

schemes thus founded in wrong, and carried
out by frau Commotion and
T e g Yo
8 e will be
ﬁ"nit - ,"o! such a sowing. “’He that
e ¥

l'lnllmoﬂ.-nmdlr “ reap
peace |

peace.
Does the President hope, before the bar of

| inexorable Justice, to uo?a the sure condem-
| nation of one who, with fu
| aids in its consummation—of one who feeds

knowledge of fraud,
| and fattens and hugs to his bosom the

| ! perpe-
upon the Avenue, to surround himself with | trators of robberies, of rapes, and of murders
! while their hands are still reeking with crime
| He knows the foul
| this Constitution, and
| upon which it has fed ; and, with full knowl-
} gs,bﬁl.hilmu-gohodoquns.ku

:

which gave birth to
e infamous outrages

them Th

his own,

tak
ions of men without? Why is it that the | upon himaelf I.haruponni‘h.':lity for all .uﬂ
udiciary, from the highest tribunal at the Cap- | and damning plotsand schemes and frauds and
itol to the humblest magistrate in the remotest | crimes which have broaght the
hamlet, sits secure in the seat of justice, calmly | (
ddibgntin&l.nd fearlessly pronouncing decrees A 8ugust tribanal, the American People, and I

Lecompton
ion here, he goes for trial before that

patiently await the verdict.

THE GREAT STRUGGLE IN THE SENATE ON
THE NIGHT OF THE 15TH.

The Republican Senators proposed to the
Administration party an adjournment, prom-
ising to consult concerning the time for the
termination of the debate, and to announce their
conclusion formslly. The Lecomptonities, re-
jecting the proposition, persisted in trying to
cut short discussion and force a vote, but at last
yielded, and agreed to the proposition of the
minority.

Monday, March 15, 1858,

Mr. Green said the bill had been more ampl
discussed than was the Kansas-Nebraska bi
when only three days were allowed. Minorities
have their rights—majorities their responsibil-
ities. We are resolved to take the responsibil-
ity. The good of the North, of the South, and
the whole country, requires it. Poatponement
will subserve no publie The subject is
as well unders to-night as it will be when
the Senators from New York, from New Hamp-
uhir:, and from Massachusetts, shall have
8 en.

pohir. Wilson. When the Senator from Mis-
souri made his m&uﬂ on the 18th of February,
!fl:lrledgad himeelf that Benators should have a
hss l'l,npll nﬂym and mqunnh

a right to to mn

hours. Fourteen Benators, mﬂ to Le-
eompton swindle, intend to the Senats,
and by & session of six hours each day the
subject may be terminated this week, or at sll
events within one week from now. If ad-
journ at once, we will mmﬂ"m
'Lnow what we will do,

Mr. Benjamin thonght gentlemen on the
Democratic side w not object to an ad.
journment, if gentlemen on the other side will
say that to-morrow they will name some day
this week for taking the final vote, or otherwise
assent to & permanent session until the ques-
tion was decided.

Mr. Hamlin thought, considering the number
to speak and the amendments to come, Mon-
day would be a better day to close lhe?ohle.
He approved of the suggestion to adjourn over

free institutions—I can understand how such s | and

Mr. Beward was not going to make an agree-
i nor assent fo

a4 the debate proceeds, it comes out by degrees
that the majority intend to press the question
to a vote to-night, unless the minority will con-
gent to fix a day. We would be willing to name
a day, but not withont consultation. It is im-
possible to decide without consultation. The
main question miiht be taken at any moment,
were he to leave the

ifornia. ogrmdebd.bmnn&aﬁm
cal:y of the session (:;.1'849_. leader of ‘:

nate promised man should
That promise was fethflly kept, aod
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Mr. Hamlin said, if they could not he
thought hie friends would not oppose with fac-
tious motions to adjoura.

Mr. Mason i the terms of the

t, namely, that the Republicans

1
¥
F
:

I

m Georgia
crush ount twenty
A different class of men
now come from the North—men who will not

e are sent not to

:
11
:

bow down, but to stand up; and the more
g.:icmnh them, the more they will stand.
Benatcrs on the other side

perse
the day of doom,
t as the

amendment of his own to propose, which was
to tack on the old Missouri Compromise, Un-
der these amendments he wo have

ook of tha sagias heiiiton s Huntars
8 eag to t of
ire, he protested against that vision. Lat

Amazon. They might do it, but it would onl
be l:z:nbjugtﬁng our fellow-men and extend-
ing the area of Blavery. We ought not to for-
get that “ the nation sinneth ghall die.”
March 16,1 A. M.
5" DoolE.t:l’ebmmed an adjournment.
otion y yeas 11, nays 21,

Mr. Foster moved the further postponement
of the subject until-morrow,

Mr. Hamlin and Mr. Green then exchanged
explanations in reference to a conversation
they had, with the view of coming to an ar-
rangement.

. Green.declared, that unless he could have
a distinet understanding that & vote should be
taken on Monday, he would go on.

Mr. Cameron asked, “ Who is the gentleman
from Missouri? He is but our peer. Is he
commander of the Senate msjority that ad-
journed over from Thursday to Tuesday to at-
tend a political pageant at Richmond 7

Mer, Green. That is not troe.

Mr. Cameron. Do I underatand the gentle-
man to say that I state what is not trus ?

Mr. Green. I said so.

The Vice President called both Senators to
Mr. Cameron. The Senator has applied

to me. I will also mﬁnh
terms, and say it is an untruth,

Mr. Green. You are a liar.

The Vice President again called hoth gentle-
men to order.

Mr. Cameron asked the pardon of the Senate
for having done what the Senate says is not
right, though he (Cameron) still thought that
In:i:lnu(wmg.} IForlaylluingl id to that
gentleman (Green) I am responsible.

Mr, Green denied that he to him-
self to dictate to members. The does
me injustice, and he knows that he does me in-
justice. He (Green) was man enough to meet
him (Cameron) or any other man. The slan-
der of the Senstor will reveberate on his own

The Vice President again emphatically called
the gentlemen to order. .

» Green said be had said enough to the
Senator in this chamber. Out of the Senate
chamber h_rﬂm@wmlm.p—

%ﬂe epithet—the epithet which belongs to
m est. He would not longer infringe the
propriety of the Benate. If there is any ani-
mosity to settle, it mudt be done outside. He
didnmgololh.u&-roidaofthoohumbu to
dictate, but to ask when it would be agreeable
to them to have a vote. He did not go indi-
vidu#!(v, bat as ﬂa. ?nt of a ﬁon.:;im He
would (snapping ngers as he e) settle
u_.: matter with the Seoator in five -innL- out-
swae.

Mr. Cameron said the Senator’s remarks had
no effect upon him. He was able to take care
of himself. All this discnssion had been pro-
tracted by the majority.

Mr. Broderick. It is evident that the msjori-
ty have resolved to sit here notil the adjourn-
ment. The Senator from Michi Bjmmlll
had gone home, which is fortunste, as he wi
be here early in the morning. He su
that the gentlemen on his side of the ber
make no farther i i

§'otio - b:lowd;n adjournment.

n lost, by yeas 9, nays 20,

MBS S nenl = psrnment

yeas

Me. Slidell afterward changed his vote.

There being no quorum, Mr. Toombe moved
that the Sergeant at-arms bring in the absen-
tees,

absentees.
This motion not being in order, he moved to

ourn.
"&m lost, by yeas 8, nays 19.
" 2% o’clock A. M—But one Senator (Doolit-

T
are twenty persons
the
mtnxl. N'rb:nmfwtham.,
but his constituents.
m-.lg;lccpcbfahlfln.hn.,m q
Buu:arnwinsnudihhmpnim

'3 o’clock A. M.—But nine Senators are in
ir seats.

*ﬁo between Mesars. Green and

'Cameron mced & complete stillness in the

vered, | Ch.

i- | in his

tle) is in his seat. Mr. Broderick and two other | peliave

VOL. XII.

Mr. Slidell, who was in the chair, decided that
the Senate conld not J:gj?&m. inasmuch s &
resolution was passed Sergeant-at-arms
to bring in the absentees.
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a poltpm. upt.' until to-
mm. Rejected—yeas 15, n.c 22.
- Chandler moved a recess far aix hours.

o

yeas 14, nays 20.

Mr. Feasenden moved that the extuses of the
absentees be taken, dissenting from the decision
of the Chair, that the Sergean|
authority to send for absentees,

The read the rules, and decided that
they do not authorize the minority to send the
Sergeant-at-arms for the absentees.

Mr. Toombs dissented from the ruling of the
air,
Mr, Fessenden withdrew his motion.

Mr. Seward would like to know where the
Senator from ia was, when abseent for
about & month. The public business suffered
absence,

: Hr Tc_mnbc declined to answer the Benator
in his private capacity. He was ible to
the Benate only. If any one wis to know

his private affairs, let him ask him in private.
Four o'clock—Numerous motions u':;i made,
the yeas and nays called on each, lasting till 5
o'clock, when
Mr. Benjamin said that this is no ordinary

gone | condition of things; for the first time in the

annals of the country, & minority dictates to &
majority, and stops the business of the eonnlriy.
He suggested that the majority leave the hall,
leaving a message for the minority to call them
back when ready to carry on the public busi:
ness ; this was a revolution, and he wanted the
country to know it,

Mr. Hale eaid the revolution commenced as
mugo 88 1848, when the Oregon bill was de-

Mr, Fessenden defined hia position. He ac-
oeﬁod the te:gonaibilit; before the country.
esars. Wade and Simmons spoke inlzvor

- | of adjournment.

Mc. Toombs spoke against it.

Mr. Wilsoan ( ) moved s postponement
until to-morrow. He t no one would
gain much by going before the ooun:iy. The
Senator from Missouri gave his sa: pledge
that there would be a fair opnortunity to dis
cuss this bill, Well, up to this time, there
have been twelve apeeches delivered for the bill,
and only eight c.gnﬁ:t it. The Benator from
Illinois intended to speak, but is sick, He [Mr.
Wilson] had not the slightest doubs but that if
Republicans had been permitted t¢ hold their
meeting, they would have come in sith a unan-
imous assent to vote on Monday. What will
force avail you'?

Give me (he said) a cup of watey and a crust
of bread, and I can live a month wjthout leay-
ing the Capitol.

en men sitting here can hold for fort
days and forty nights. ol i

r. Green asked Mr. Wilson if he [Green]
had approached him in any but respectful lan-

gnge T
r. Wilson. No.

Mr. Green again demanded from Mr, Wilson
s distinct appointment, and a definite time to
take a vote.

Mr. Iverson thought the majority had not
acted m:ﬁnmimoualy in refusing the opportu-
nity asked by the minority for ﬂm purpose of
consulting. He thought the matter might be
easily arranged by a committee on both sides.

Mr. Green still insisted, but said, if the o
position would pledge their honor, he might
perhaps accede.

Mr. Feasenden and others pledged their hon-
or that they would meet, consult, and fix to
vote at the earliest day.

Mr. Green said that might be the first of May,
June, or July.

Mr. Fessenden declared that he meant what
he said, without mental reservation.

Mr. Green said he understood all that, but
ingisted on naming Kansas—that was the
largest concession he could make,

Mr. Broderick was unalterably opposed to
the admission of Kansas with the Lecompton
Constitution. He was prepared to accept his
share of responsibility and endurance.

Mr. Iverson moved an adjournment—yeas 17,
lmy' 17—the -President voting nay. It was
oat. "

Mr. Broderick moved an adjournment—yeas

15, nlgls

Mr. Wilson moved an adjournment. Carried
by acclamation.

The Senate then adjourned, at half past 6, till
12 at noon.

POLICY OF THE NEW BRITISH MINISTRY,

The British Paaliament was in session on the
lst instant. The House of Commons, after the
transaction of some formalities, adjourned to
the 12th.

In the House of Lords, the Earl of Derby
read his inaugural Ministerial speech, giving
an insight into his intended policy.

After stating the grounds upon which he had

- | Daily News describes Lord Derbs’s polics o

recess the Government wonld earnestly
their efforts to the preparation of a bill i |
would be introdu st the next session
In conclusion, he expressed the bope the
when ke retired from office, whether (). pericd
for which he beld it was long or short, he .. .
not be found to have left the country in 4 v, -
position than he found it. o
hzﬂh Granrille audd Clarendon defendad
Government, and the House adiogpnes .
th.'lﬁh. 8e adjourned 1
Bir F. Thesiger assumed the Chancellop:,
a8 Lord Chelmsford. Mr. Blackburn der. . |
the office of Irish Chancellor, and Hon, Joe,,:
N,ﬁ::r was appointed. i
| papers aro occupied in criticising 1,04
Derby's speech. The Timer says it was o)/ ;.
ticipated, and that so long ss he does (—x;...-ﬁ i
what Lord Palmerston would have dope Bag
be not forfeited his place by that one omicsi.
he may be tolersted; but the moment he shos
8 will and game of his own, it is easy 10 gen the
result, The Morning Post urges tha Lord
Derby not only takes the position, but the o |
icy and the measures and sentiments of Palmer
ston, as an heir takes an ivheritance, 7).
the conspiracy bill and the Iudian bill as wesl
and tamporis;n{:; and adds, that the weakest 4. 4
worst of his speech was that in which 1.
rofaletr‘t;tmdeem outstanding pledges, whi
qe]: and all of his three predecessors byl
given, on the subject of an elective reiorm.
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bt that the exertions of Sir Colin Campbell
of the troops nnder his commsnd would
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China might be 2
Heo then adverted to the relati

On the nlﬁoﬁdlhl'wﬁnm-toflndh, he

thought the time not ne for any change ;
bet, 1a' dclieonts 1o Mo ote of s Homaro}
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